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Description / Abstract

Transboundary water systems cover a substantial area of the planet and provide critical ecosystem
services for much of the global population. The International Waters (IW) Focal Area of the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) aims to improve cooperation among countries in governance of
transboundary water systems. There is the need to assess the outcomes, outputs and impacts of GEF
IW initiatives. The current Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis/Strategic Action Programme approach
of the GEF uses indicators in three categories – process, stress and state. A Transboundary Waters
Governance Assessment Framework is proposed that incorporates the three above indicator
categories and includes four new indicator categories: governance architecture, stakeholder
engagement, social justice and human well-being. These additional categories are considered
necessary to bring assessment of GEF IW initiatives in line with current governance thinking. The
indicator categories are sequential, starting with governance architecture and ending with human
well-being as the ultimate objective.
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