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Description / Abstract

With an overview of the literature on the term 'conflict transformation,' as opposed to 'conflict
resolution,' the article considers the semantic nuances and operational differences between these two
terms. It poses the question whether conflict transformation has truly brought new theoretical notions
and application for practice to peace and conflict studies, or whether it is in essence simply a
reformulation of the term conflict resolution. The author concludes that while these terms are used
relatively interchangeably in terms of their meaning and application, there does seem to be a shift
towards the term conflict transformation. However, it is also argued that the term conflict
transformation still needs to be defined in more distinctive ways in order to illustrate how it either
should replace the term conflict resolution or exist alongside it.
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